
Mourning doves in Alabama, Georgia, north:restern Eorick, and neigh’xring 
States are being hard hit by a, contagion, 7~ disease called trid~omoniasis, the 
Department of the Interior reports. 

Wildlife experts of the Fish and Wildlife Service state tLx.t re:se<zrch data 
f ram Federal Aid units in State gme :agencies and otker sources, rev&L tre2ds of 
this sickness to be u--ward, especio,liy in southeas tex States. It is believed that 
trichono-niasis 53 .Ics a definite cost ri’kti-qy cause to :b.c io:s hnting dove tzake last 
fall in this region. 

GocC;. evilence e xists that r;ke c?isease occws tl-xoxghout the United States, and 
ma;y at times r-es* At in tremendous losses in clove gqulation. It is caused by a 
parasite passed from bird to bird primarily throu$ their habit of billir<, and 
feeding y0w.g by regurgitation of itpigeon mLl!r~~. Xide migrations ol the species 
combined :Arith gegarious ways tcrd- to spre;& the diserse. 

kfcctecl. mournin? doves develop a yello:&h mass in the throat, This is som+ 
times accompanied by &ellings of the neck. L? t irately, the disex ed birds die of 
Starvation Or suffocation due to xindpipc ‘clo&&~e. Pravio~3Z.y, the ailment has 
been more common in domestic pigeons than in xi.lC doacs. 

be project biologists in Federal Bid v3its of k+i.d units of Alabema, RcntudT, 
Tennessee, 
rent losses 

a;:6 Gcor,yia arc ntudyiq: the -i~roblun fur+hcr to dctxmine C:;teiTb of cur- 
ai2 p~rccntCage of tXSTj..erS in the c:‘.ove population. T2;iis requires exx+ 

inatioi; of tkr0z.t swabs under the miscroscope. 
sick. 

Birds my1 be infects:” rrithout being 
Such dToves 3x-e potential sources of idection to other birds. 

At the Service1 s Patuxent Resea.rch ReZqe in Karylar& research is now being 
condxted to fin? the percentaGe of carriers in loc.zl doves xx3 pigeoLns. StuG.ies 
there will SLOW ho~.~ x riven set oT :y-eves reacts to the sme p~.rasi te . Sv.i table 
measures may then be f;;;mc?. to control infection in our wild dove po;plulations, 

&my who have worked with 
of its presence in the vast 

trichomo~ni&.s have conjectu.reC as to the possibility 
hordes of passe:nger pigeons now extinct. If so, it 

would not -have been the hunter’ s ;,un alone wkic:~ kastenzd the end of this attractiw 
bird. Some of the b~arie w0uJ.d h3.v~ to fzlf on tile disease ~5 th the big name. 
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